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~ The Vote On Ordination Of Women Elders 


Forty-six Presbyteries have reported on their vote on Women Elders. 


Nineteen Presbyteries have voted Yes. These are Medindia. Weetiiilistes. Brazos, East 
Hanover, Greenbrier, Lafayette, Louisville, Muhlenberg, New Orleans, Potomac, Potosi, 
Roanoke, Indian, Winston-Salem, Central Alabama, Transylvania, Albemarle, Columbia and 


Wilmington. 


Twenty-seven Presbyteries have voted No. These are Central Mississippi, Concord, Win- 
chester, West Hanover, Memphis, Birmingham, Kanawha, Knoxville, Meridian, North 
Mississippi, South Carolina, Asheville, Everglades, Atlanta, Suwannee, Paris, Mecklenburg, 
Cherokee, North Alabama, East Alabama, Florida, Kings Mountain, Ouachita, Savannah, 
Orange, Holston and Augusta-Macon. 
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The Preaching of the Cross 


In First Corinthians, the Apostle tells us 
that the preaching of Christ as crucified is the 
Gospel which God blesses with demonstration 
of the Spirit and of power to bring sinners to 
Himself. Similarly in Galatians three, when 
Christ was pictured as crucified, men received 
the Spirit and exercised faith. The several con- 
gregations to which the Ephesian Letter was 
sent are reminded that in Him we have redemp- 
tion through His blood, even the forgiveness of 
sins, and that this is the Gospel of our salvation 
which is sealed with the promised Holy Spirit. 


The forgiveness of sins is preached in con- 
nection with the death of Christ on which it is 
grounded. “Being now justified by His blood, 
we shall be saved from wrath through Him,” 
R.5.9. “Being justified freely by His grace 
through the redemption which is in Christ 
Jesus, whom God set forth as a propitiation, 
through faith, in his blood,” R.3.22. “Who 
was delivered up for our offenses, and raised 
for our justification,’ R.4.25. By the one act 
of righteousness, or the one obedience unto 
death and that the death of the Cross, the many 
are justified, Rom. 5,18-19, Phil. 2.8. Similarly 
in Revelation we are told that He loved, or 
loves us, and washed, or loosed us from our 
sins, in or by His own blood. 


The peace of God comes out of Christ’s Cross. 
When we were enemies of God we were recon- 
ciled to God by the death of His Son. R.5.10. 
God has made peace through the blood of His 
Cross, Col.1.19. Christ is our Peace in that 
we Gentiles are made nigh by the blood of 
Christ. Having slain the enmity on the Cross, 
He brings both Jew and Gentile in one body 
to God, Eph.2.13f. God reconciled the world 
to Himself by making Him who knew no sin 
to be sin for us and for His sake not imputing 
to us our sins, that is, making us to be the 
righteousness of God in him, 2 Cor.5.18f. 


The preaching of Christ as our substitute who 
died to atone for our sins, and of him as our 
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representative who rose from the dead for our 
justification is the foundation of the Church, 
I Cor. 3.11. And no man can lay any other 
foundation. It is for each of us to examine 
our preaching to make sure that it is building 
upon this foundation. We are not commissioned 
to offer forgiveness of sins to men except in 
the name of Christ. Luke 4.47; Acts 2.38; I John 
2.12; I Peter 3.18. We are to offer men the 
peace of God made by the blood of His Cross. 


In His Cross and resurrection Christ tri- 
umphed over sin, guilt, death and Satan, over 
principalities and powers in high places. ‘The 
victorious Redeemer is now exalted to God's 
right hand above every power and might and 
name, both in this age and in that which is to 
come. Consequently, as the Spirit brings Him 
into our hearts, the crucified and risen Saviour 
is “Christ in you the hope of glory.” Only as 
the Church preaches Jesus Christ and him as 
crucified does she preach in demonstration of 
the Spirit and of power. —W.C.R. 


The Children’s Page 


The brief sketches of Bible characters ap- 
pearing on the Children’s Page must of neces- 
sity be in very simple terms understandable 


to a child. It is not practicable to include in 


such a presentation the doctrinal significance 
implied, nor is it expedient. But there will be 
references which will evoke questions from a 
child, which will give the parent or the teacher 
the opportunity to explain more fully. For 
instance, in a recent issue in the story of Cain and 
Abel there is mention of the “blood sacrifice.” 
In this issue, the “ark of safety” a type of the 
sinner’s safety in Christ from the penalty of sin. 
A child is apt to ask “Why?” This opens the 
way to explain more fully the beginning of a 
typology pointing to Jesus Christ and Calvary. 
Parent (or teacher) and child will both profit 
by a simple explanation of the Atonement, and 
it is remarkable how a little child can “take 
in” these great doctrines of the Christian faith. 
—W.CSS. 
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Faith—and the World We See 


There be few indeed who have not wondered 
about the universe of which we are a part. In- 
quiring minds have sought the answer to the 
mysteries of life, of matter, of force and of 
countless other things which obviously exist. 


In increasing numbers scientists are coming 
to admit that research, experimentation and 
speculation, regardless of how meticulously 
careful they may be, inevitably lead to a place 
beyond which there yet remains a mystery — 
where and how did these forces originate? What 
is the unseen Power which has originated and 
still controls the universe? 


The answer is God. And, we catch a glimpse 


of God’s creative power and acts in a number 
of places in the Bible. 


Hebrews 11:3 is an interesting verse. Let us — 


consider it in several translations: 


K. J. V.—“Through faith we understand that 
the worlds were framed by the word 
of God, so that things which are 
seen were not made of things which 
do appear.” 


R. S. V.—“By faith we understand that the 
world was created by the word of 
God, so that what is seen was made 
out of things which do not appear.” 


Williams—“By fatth we understand that the 
worlds were created, beautifully co- 
ordinated, and now exist, at God’s 
command, so that the things which 
we see did not pte out of mere 
matter.” 


_—— —“‘And it is after all only by faith 
that our minds accept as fact that 
the whole scheme of time and space 
was designed by God — that the 
world which we can see ts operating 
on principles that are invisible.” 


Facts of science and truth must be identical. 
Here, in beautiful language, language with 
which science cannot rightly find fault, is ex- 
pressed a truth which must be the basis of our 
attitude towards God. 


The word “faith” appears again and again. 
These things cannot be demonstrated in the 
test tube. They cannot be arrived at with the 
slide rule or the complicated equation. They 


are beyond human comprehension because they 
deal with the supernatural — with God and 
His works. 


There is no fault to be found with any man 
who searches for the hidden mysteries of this 
world and the forces which control it. But 
there is definite objection to anyone who rules 
God out and, on this biased (and foolish) pre- 
supposition, goes on to hypothecate about the 
universe without reference to the Creator and 
Ruler of the universe and His place in that 
universe. 


A study of what the Scriptures have to say 
about creation is a rewarding one. It can con- 
tribute one essential link necessary for a right 
perspective to life. 


We are told that “without faith it is impos- 
sible to please Him.” It is equally true that 
without faith man can never cross that mys- 
terious wall which separates between that which 
can be demonstrated and that which must be 
accepted without the confirmatory proots of 
scientifc discovery. 


“By FAITH we UNDERSTAN 
—L.N.B. 


The Drunkards at Corinth 


Yesterday I conducted the communion serv- 
ice. In the sermon I referred to the irreverent 
participants at Corinth who came to the Lord’s 


table drunk. The Corinthians were pretty 


wicked. There was also fornication among 
them such as is not so much as named among 
the Gentiles. 


Of course people today still come to the 
Lord’s Supper thoughtlessly and irreverently. 
This too is sin. But by and large our sins 
are not so gross as those of the early Corin- 
thians. When has any one of us seen a drunk 


at the Lord’s table? Fornicators? Well, we like 


to believe the best. 


And yet, is all this respectability pure gain? 
Or does the absence of wicked people in the 
church indicate that the church is failing to 
reach the wicked people? 


There are today, as well as in the first cen- 
tury, victims of gross immorality. Yesterday I 
administered a respectable communion service. 
This morning I learned of a teenage girl who 
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for five years had been forced into incest both 
by her brother and her father. Our respecta- 
bility therefore has not been gained by a higher 
level of morality in the whole community, but 
rather by a failure to reach these degraded 
people. 

If we could convert a group of modern Corin- 
thians, no doubt our churches would be troubled 
by disciplinary problems. Respectable people, 
both in the church and out of the church, 
would be scandalized. And yet, such disorder 
would not be all loss, would it? 

—G.H.C. 


An Astive Old-Timer 


Rev. Pierre Bernard Hill, D.D., L.L.D., Litt.D., 


Pastor Emeritus of the San Antonio First Pres- 
byterian Church has recently been appointed 
by Gov. Allan Shivers to ar honorary member- 
ship on the Governor’s Staff; he has also been 
made a member of Attorney General John B. 
Shepperd’s staff. 


Two ,years ago the Texas Legislature and 
Governor Shivers named Dr. Hill, “Poet Laureate 
of Texas.” He is also a member of the Ameri- 
can Association for the Advancement of Science, 
the Victoria Institute of Great Britain, the 


French Institute of Arts and Letters and the 
Texas Academy of Science. He is the author 
of many articles in our church papers, of vari- 
ous pamphlets and sacred songs. 


Although he will be fourscore years this 
coming March 4, he has by no means retired 
from service. Recently in the absence of the 
pastor of the First Baptist Church of San An. 
tonio he was invited to substitute for him in 
the Sunday morning church service. Dr. Hill 
in the power of the Holy Spirit so challenged 
that congregation to a rededicated life that more 
than fifteen hundred people came forward, fill- 


ing the space in front and the aisles. When 


should a man get too old to be mightily used 
of God? 


Dr. Hill has a keen sense of humor and can 
tell many interesting stories. He may have 
forgotten this one, but told it to the writer 
many years ago. When he went from Louisville 
to San Antonio in 1921 on invitation of the 
First Church to preach a “get-acquainted” ser- 
mon, returning North he boarded a train on 
the K. T. & P. Railway, and telegraphed Mrs. 
Hill, “Am taking Katy to Oklahoma City to- 
night.” “Katy” of course was the well-known 
name of that K.T.&P. Flyer. At Oklahoma City 
he was handed a wire from Louisville, reading: 
“For mercy sake who is Katy?” —W.CS. 


| Part III 
By L. Nelson Bell, M.D., F.A.C.S 


Editor's Note: This is the third in a series of articles. The first appeared in our issue of January 9th. 
The second article appeared in our issue of January 23rd.—H.B.D. | 


In our first article we reported on the Pres- 
byterian Medical Center at Chunju where an 
advanced program in surgery is maintained as 
a hospital, clinic and teaching center for in- 
ternes and residents. In that report (see the 
Southern Presbyterian Journal of January 9th) 
we inadvertently listed the surgical residents 
as three when it should have been five. One 
EENT resident is also under appointment. 


Our next article dealt with the outstanding 
program for patients suffering with tubercu- 
losis (Korea’s No. 1 public health problem) , 
at the Graham Memorial Tuberculosis Hospital 
at Kwangju, under the directorship of Dr. Her- 
bert Coddington, Jr. (See the Southern Pres- 
byterian Journal of January 23rd). 


In this third and final article we want to tell 
of the program of our Korea Mission in the 
field of leprosy and public health. 
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One of the world’s outstanding colonies for 
the treatment of leprosy is the R. M. Wilson 
Leprosy Colony situated on a beautiful prom- 
ontory of land jutting out into the sea at Soon- 
chun. 


This colony has about. 1,200 patients affected 
with leprosy and its greatest need (and here is 
the challenge) , is for a.doctor who will devote 
himself to this specialty. At present this work 
is being supervised by Rev. E. T. Boyer and 
the professional care of the patients is provided 
by a Korean physician. These two will be the 
first to tell you that an American doctor, will- 
ing to specialize in leprosy, is the first need. 


To clarify the picture it will be necessary 
for the writer to tell something of the modern 
concept of leprosy and the marvelous advances 
which have been made in the diagnosis, treat- 


ment and arresting of the disease. These star- 
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tling changes have taken place in the last five 
years and there is no other word to describe 
them other than startling. 


First of all, there are far more cases of 
leprosy abroad than had been dreamed of be- 
fore. It has been discovered that in the early 
stage, the indeterminate type, thousands of 
patients have the disease but that it regresses 
and a diagnosis is not made. This is comparable 
with the early infections with tuberculosis which 
are never recognized and only discovered in 
later life when X-rays show up healed lesions. 


Now, suspicious lesions not formerly asso- 
ciated with leprosy, show when a biopsy is 
taken that the bacilli are actually present. But, 
as indicated above, many of them never progress 
to the stage where the diagnosis could be made 
under the old concept of the disease. 


These early and indeterminate types are now 
cured by administration of small doses of DDS 
(di-phenyl-dihydro-sulfone) for a period up to 
two years. During this time biopsies show the 
destruction of the bacilli and the gradual re- 
turn of normal tissues. After two years patients 
should be kept under occasional check. 


The second stage is spoken of as the Tubercu- 
loid stage where its detection is more frequent 
because of the obvious lesions. The same drug 
is highly satisfactory in the treatment of this 
stage of the disease. 


The third stage is called Borderline, the 
fourth Pre-lepromatous and the final is the 
Lepromatous which is easily recognized by all 
who see these patients. 


One of the goals of leaders in the World 


Conference on leprosy is to do away with the 
term “leper.” In fact the inadvertent use of 
this term will bring a sharp rebuke from those 
who are devoting their lives to the eradication 
of leprosy from the world scene. To them the 
word “leper” carries with it a stigma and a 
connotation not justified. Leprosy no longer 
implies social stigma. It is a controllable dis- 
ease, one now responding to treatment so that 
those affected may in time be returned to so- 
ciety and normal living just as the arrested 
case of tuberculosis can resume a normal way 
of life. 


But what has all of this to do with the 
Leprosy Colony at Soonchun? A great deal. At 
present the number of patients discharged is 
relatively small. An experienced and a firm 
professional hand is needed to take charge of 
this institution and to carry out not only the 
treatment of the patients but to see that they 
are dismissed from the colony and returned to 
normal living so that others who need treat- 
ment can be admitted. 


Here is a challenge to a young Christian doc- 
tor; for just as the modern care of tubercular 
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patients offers relief, so the care and treatment 
of leprosy offers similar hope. Here is a chal- 
lenge to take up a work for Christ in Korea 
where thousands of people have leprosy; where 


new techniques and new medicines open up an 


un-dreamed of future for these people; and 
where the reward will be the relief of suffering 
and the privilege of telling at the same time 
of the One all men everywhere need. 


The writer believes some young doctor will 
read this report, or have his attention called 
to it, and as a result say: “Here am I, send me.” 


We would conclude this report with a ref- 
erence to yet another plan of our Korea Mis- 
sion; a plan for an effective Public Health pro- 
gram. The Korean government and local of- 
ficials, along with the Church leaders, rejoice 
in our surgical program at Chunju, the tuber- 
culosis work at Kwangju and the leprosy col- 
ony at Soonchun. In addition there is a crying 
need for a program of Public Health instruc- 
tion. This would include demonstrations and 
classes in hygiene, pre and post-natal clinics, 
inoculation schedules, diagnostic clinics for 
tuberculosis and leprosy, and the other avenues 
of endeavor associated with Public Health here 
in America. 


A start in this work has been made at Mokpo 
with a Korean woman doctor in charge and 
with supervisory help from Mrs. John Somer- 
ville, R.N. 


This program needs to be strengthened and 
enlarged in Mokpo and to be extended over 
the entire area of South Korea in which our 
Mission is working. Here again there is needed 
a doctor who has had the specialized training 
so necessary in such an undertaking. This 
doctor would not work alone but would asso- 
ciate with himself Korean men and women, 
doctors and nurses, and he would have a wide- 
open field in which to make his specialty ef- 
fective. 


Another challenge? Certainly, Korea, as is 
still true in many parts of the world, needs 
Christian men and women who have heard the | 
Macedonian call to come over and help. Change 
and progress are requiring more and more that 
these men and women have had specialized 
training. But such training is only a part. 
Needed are those men and women who have 
the professional “know how” which are the 
tools of trade today, but they also must know 
Him, whom to know aright is life everlasting. 


The writer only wishes he was forty years 
younger. | 


Young Christian doctors and nurses, do you 
want to invest your lives where there is almost 


infinite need and opportunity? 


Make your decision with Christ — on your 
knees. 
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Ad Interim Committee On 


The Revision of the Book 
of Chureh Order 


An Address to The Stated Clerks Association, Montreat, N. C., August 17, 1956 
By Philip F. Howerton, Elder 
Charlotte 


(Member of the Committee) 


The Assembly’s Committee on Revision of the 
Book of Church Order welcomes this opportunity 
to present to you, the Stated Clerks of our various 
church courts, this “progress report” of its work. 
The committee is most appreciative of having a 
part in this conference. In a very real sense you 
gentlemen are the ‘“‘Chairmen” of your courts, since 
you are the continuing executive officers, and for 
that reason you can be of real service to our com- 
mittee and the Church by your advice and counsel 
during the period of this revision work. | 


Our discussion will cover briefly these points: 


I. The Committee and How It Is Operating 
II. The Committee’s Purpose 
III. The Committee’s Progress 
IV. The Committee’s Request for Assistance 


I. The Committee and How It Is Operating 


Now that we realize the magnitude of the work 
assigned, no one could be more aware of inade- 
quacy for a task, nor more aware of the need for 
God’s guidance than the members of this Com- 
mittee. Our appointment was an honor not sought, 
but accepted as a responsibility and opportunity 
for service to our beloved Church. It is now quite 
obvious that much time will be required to com- 
plete our work, so we first ask for your patience 
and understanding. You may be interested in the 
personnel of the Committee: 


A. The chairman is Dr. Vernon S. Broyles, Pastor 
of the North Avenue Presbyterian Church, and 
former Executive Secretary of the Board of Church 
Extension. His long experience as a pastor and as 
an executive of one of our Church agencies, as 
well as his experience as a Presbyter, admirably 
qualifies him for this responsibility. 


Then we have two men who are Seminary pro- 
fessors, Dr. James A. Millard of Austin Theological 
Seminary, and Dr. John H. Leith of Auburn, Ala- 
bama, who has been teaching at Columbia The- 
ological Seminary. Both of these men are scholars, 
students of church history, and thoroughly familiar 
with the constitutional history of our Reformed 
Faith. Additionally, Dr. Millard has rendered not- 
able service to our Church as a member of the 
Permanent Judicial Committee of The General 
Assembly. 


There are three Elder members, Dean John W. 
Wade of Vanderbilt University Law School, Dr. 
Edward D. Grant of Louisiana, and myself. Dean 
Wade is particularly helpful because of his legal 
training and his service on the Assembly’s Judicial 
Committee. Dr. Grant has rendered great service 
to our Church as former Secretary of the Board of 
Christian Education, and is peor as familiar 
with the operation of our church courts as any 
man in our denomination. Because of my own 
service on the Boards of several Assembly’s agen- 
cies it must have been felt that I could bring some 
practical help to the Committee. 
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Then we have the invaluable presence and aid 
of Dr. E. C. Scott, our Assembly’s Stated Clerk, 
acting as secretary and as ex-officio member. Dr 
Scott is undoubtedly one of the real authorities on 
Presbyterian law and procedure. During any neces- 
sary absence on his part his place is taken by 
Dr. Archie C. Smith, Assistant Stated Clerk. 


B. Meetings—To date the Committee has met 
four times, the first in October 1955, with meet- 
ings already scheduled for September and No- 
vember. These sessions run generally for two 
days, with night sessions. We did not realize how 
mentally fatiguing this work could be, so two days 
at a time is about all that is profitable. This 
limitation, as well as other responsibilities of the 
committee members, will necessarily extend the 
time required for completion of our task. 


C. Method of Work—We are presently working 


in the Form of Government section of the book. 


Members of the Committee are assigned the struc- 
tural work of particular parts in advance and 
distribute a rough draft sometime prior to each 
meeting. Then when the committee meets each 
paragraph is taken up in order, thoroughly dis- 
cussed, sometimes to the point that fifteen minutes 
may be taken on the use of a single word. The 
method is consultative, and the debate full, but 
patient. The committee has sought advice from 
some twenty of the best students in our Church, 
from the heads of our various church agencies, 
from pastors and professors. To date we have 
been able to obtain complete agreement on all 
sections covered, though we often started initial 
discussion of particular sections with considerable 
diversity of viewpoint. The committee has co-opted 
other people in our church to assist, and will con- 
tinue to do so as the work progresses. We welcome 
contributions and suggestions from responsible and 
interested people in our Church. All suggestions 
receive the most careful consideration and dis- 
cussion. 


II. The Committee’s Purpose 
This committee was set up by order of the 1955 


General Assembly to do a “thoroughgoing revision 
of the Book of Church Order, with a report of its 
progress to be made to the 1957 General Assembly.” 
The very title of this commission indicates the 
nature of the work, and gives some hint of its 


magnitude. 


May we say at the outset that the committee 
realizes that its work is not to re-write the Book 
of Church Order, but to do a thoroughgoing revision 
of — pales latter being a large enough task 
in itself! 


Furthermore, the committee recognizes its con- - 


stitutional limitations: first, that it is a committee 
“appointed to examine, consider and report” (to 
use the language of the Book itself); and second, 
that any changes suggested must be carried through 
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the usual constitutional procedures before they can 
become a part of the Book of Church Order. 


The action of the General Assembly was in answer 
to a request of the Permanent Judicial Committee, 
which had recognized for many years the need 
for such a revision, but had held up the request 
pending decision on the matter of church union. 
The need for the work is apparent when it is 
recalled that we have not had a thorough revision 
since 1925, except for a rather casual one in 1945, 
and there was none prior to 1925 since the Book 
was finally adopted in 1879, marking completion 
of the work begun in 1861. 


Our approach to the work follows three main 
avenues: 


a. The Practical Approach: 


The Committee is endeavoring to accomplish 
these practical objectives: 


—To modernize some expressions which may be 
archaic; 

—To make the Book more easily understandable 
and usable by laymen; 

—To remove ambiguities; | 

—To eliminate “patchwork’’ caused by many 
amendments that affect other provisions of the 


Book, particularly where there is need for clari- 


fication; 

—To rearrange some of the paragraphs in order 
to effect a well-prepared system of cross refer- 
ences in the body of the Book itself; 


—To index the Book properly so as to make it a 


more convenient guide to Presbyters; 

—To improve if possible, format, typography and 
the general makeup of the Book. For this pur- 
pose we expect to call in the best advice possible. 


b. The Philosophical Approach: 


The underlying philosophy of our work may be 
summarized by the statement that we are endeavor- 
ing to maintain balance as to 


(1) The Scriptural basis of our Presbyterian form 
of government; 

(2) The historical basis of our government; 

(3) And the pragmatic requirements of actual 
operation. 


The committee feels, as do many responsible 
authorities of our Church, that there is a strong 
trend toward a congregational form of government 
in our church, a real danger of losing our classic 
bases of Presbyterianism. There is danger that 
we may lose sight of the fact that our form of 
church government is based upon our theology. 
Thus we are attempting to begin each chapter of 
the Book with a fundamental theological statement 
which will be in accord with the Scriptural and 
historical basis of our Presbyterianism. We are 
attempting to strengthen the emphasis on repre- 
sentative government, which we know to be ground- 
ed in Scriptural authority, in accord with the 
astoric position of our Reformed Faith as held by 
our Founding Fathers, and at the same time prac- 


_ tical and usable in this present day. 


It is for a balance in these three elements that 
we are striving—to increase the Scriptural em- 
phasis of the Book, yet being mindful of the historic 
position of our Church and the ever-changing needs 
of our world. 


ec. The Legal Approach: 


The Book of Church Order is an integral part 
of our Constitution. The purpose of a constitu- 
tion, as we understand it is 
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: ' for the use and benefit of said company.” 


(1) To define powers and the purposes for which 
they are exercised: as 

(2) To delegate the powers to the proper agencies 
which are to exercise them. 


We aim to make the Book of Church Order a 
part of our Constitution in the true sense of that 
legal view. 


A constitution should not go into minute detail. 
Methodology is a matter of by-laws, of manuals, 
that may be more easily changed from time to 
time to meet changing conditions. For example, 
the Book of Church Order should not pretend to 
be a manual of operations for a church board such 
as World Missions or Annuities and Relief, or for 
that matter of a Session or a Presbytery—these 
agencies and courts must be guided in their day 
to day operations by the decisions of responsible 
people who represent particular church courts. It 
is quite true that their methods must plumb with 
the Constitution, and it is the business of church 
courts to determine that this is the case, but the 
methods should not be spelled out in the Book of 
Church Order. This approach will decrease the 
need for so many minor amendments, and it is 
hoped that in the future amendments to the Book 
may be suspended insofar as possible—certainly 
pr changing times make such amendments man- 
atory. 


III. The Committee’s Progress 


To this time our work has been confined to the 
form of Government section. We have done a 
tentative draft of the first 100 paragraphs. The 
committee has set this schedule for its work: 


(1) We hope to have a rough draft of the 
Form of Government section to present to the 
1957 Assembly for distribution and comment prior 


to the 1958 Assembly, with possible first formal 


action on that section at the 1958 Assembly; 


(2) Then a rough draft of the rules of Discipline 
section for distribution and comment at the 1958 
Assembly with first formal action in 1959; 


(3) Then a rough draft of the Directory for 
Worship section for distribution and comment at 
the 1959 Assembly, with first formal action at the 
1960 Assembly, and possible final adoption at 
the 1961 Assembly, our Centennial Meeting! 


IV. The Committee’s Request for Assistance 


Again may we emphasize our need for your help, 
for your prayers, and your patience. By all means 
we must want you to feel free to comment upon 
our work, to offer suggestions that will guide us, 
to urge your associates at home to do the same. 
We wish to enlist you as channels of communica- 
tion. Please help us by reducing to writing any 
suggestions you have and sending them to Dr. 
Vernon Broyles, North Avenue Presbyterian 
Church, Atlanta. 


We are not seven men presuming to re-write the 
Book of Church Order, but a committee appointed 
by our highest church court to ‘‘examine, consider 
and report” to that court our best efforts in a 
“thoroughgoing revision of the Book of Church 
Order.”” As such we are servants of the Church 
and, of our blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 


| “Il hereby give and bequeath to the Board of 
Directors of The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal Company (incorporated under the laws 
of the State of North Carolina) $ 
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Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
Rev. C. C. Baker 


Sunday, February 10, Psalm 146:5-8. “There 
is sunshine in the Psalmist’s face” as he looks 
unto the Lord, untroubled by any human prob- 
lem (vv.1-2). God is the great creator (v.6), 
yet He is concerned for every need of His crea- 
tures (vv.7-9). List the conditions God’s crea- 
tures must meet if He is to help them (vv.7-9). 
Are the different peoples mentioned in vv.7-9 
helpless to help themselves? Is the Lord’s pro- 
vision for each adequate? The Psalmist has 
seen the futility of human resources (vv.3-4), 
and has evidently had God meet some need in 
his life (vv.1-2). Verse 5 is his testimony. One 
of the richest experiences a Christian can have 
is that of coming to God with a specific need 
and watching God supply that need for him. Do 
you still rely upon human resources and, there- 
fore, know little real joy in your life? 

Monday, February 11, Philippians 2:1-4. Many 
of us never come to the point where we are 
ready to admit that there is nothing good in 
ourselves (Gen. 6:5; Jer. 17:9). Thus we are 
unwilling to humble ourselves before God (v.8) 
or before others (v.3). All the good that is 
in the Christian is there because of Jesus Christ 
(1:6,11), and it is His very life that should in- 
spire humility in us (vv.5-8). If Christ was 
willing to be broken for our sakes (v.8b) , should 
not the “self” in us be willing to be broken 
for His sake (v.5)? As Christ is crowned Lord 
and Master in our lives (vv.10-11), we will 
be formed more and more into the very like- 
ness of Christ Himself (3:7-10). 

Tuesday, February 12, 1] Corinthians 5:11-17. 
Paul had been made a new creature in Christ 
(v.17) and now no longer lived for himself 
but for the Lord (vv.9,15). That which mo- 
tivated Paul to serve the Lord was what Christ 
had done for him on the cross (vv.14,21). See- 
ing that Christ’s death was not only for him, 
but for all (vv.14-15), Paul did not spare him- 
self in sharing with others the Good News 
(vv.13,18,20). He was moved to a love and 
service for others that he would not otherwise 
have had (vv.13b,20b). Paul was also aware 
that everyone would one day have to give an 
account of himself before Christ (v.10) and he 
was, therefore, all the more zealous to _per- 
suade men (v.11). Thus the Christian is mo- 
tivated to service for Christ both by the love 
of Christ, as revealed in the cross, and by the 
sure knowledge that there will be a day of 
accounting. 

Wednesday, February 13, John 9:24-41. In 
vv.1-7 Jesus enabled a blind man to see. Notice 
the conclusion this man came to about Jesus 
(vv.17,35-38) and what he suffered for his faith 
(vv.22,34). The Pharisees did everything pos- 
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sible to dissuade him from his belief in Christ 


(vv.13-17,24-34). Observe how their arguments 
were based on prejudice and unbelief (vv.16,24, 
28-29, 34). 
the once-blind man were well nigh irrefutable 
(vv.25; 30-33). His belief in Christ was based 
upon personal experience (v.25). There may 
well be times when non-Christians, with these 
same prejudices and unbelief, will try to under- 
mine your faith in Christ. If your faith is based 
upon personal experience with Him, no human 
being can take it away from you (10:28,29). 


Thursday, February 14, Philippians 2:12-16. 
In the midst of a world of materialism and 
secularism (v.15), the Christian is to live in 
preparation for the day when he will give an 
account of himself to Christ (v.16b). His pri- 
mary concern in life, therefore, is to be spiritual 
rather than material (v.12). In the midst of 
multiple temptations, it is encouraging for him 
to be aware that God is actually working in 
his life (v.13) to make him holy and righteous 
(vv. 13b,15b). The obedient Christian (v.12) 
who has an awareness of God’s presence in his 
life (v.13) has something that his worldly- 
minded non-Christian friends will recognize as 
drastically missing in their own lives (v.15b). 
Never has there been a time when Christians 
needed more to radiate before a pagan society 
the faith they profess. 


Friday, February 15, Philippians 4:10-20. 


Paul had learned to accept his circumstances 


wherever he was (v.12), to be content at all 
times (vv.7,9,11). This was. possible because 
Christ lived in his life (v.13). Notice that even 
while in prison, Paul “bubbled over” with joy 
(3:1; 4:4,10). What did he do with his potential 
worries (v.6)? What was his confidence con- 
cerning the supply of his needs (v.19)? What 
was his hope for the future (v.15b) ? Upon what 
did he concentrate his thoughts (v.8)? Paul's 
whole life was centered in Christ (3:8). Thus 
his love and concern for other people went 
deep (4:1). As Christ becomes more a part of 
your life, the above characteristics will also 
become more a part of your daily walk. 


Saturday, February 
Meditate on the facts Paul presents in wv.15- 
17,19 concerning who Christ is. How are these 
facts related to the teaching of John1:1-3? How 
would you state in your own words what God 
in Christ has done for you (vv.12-14,20) ? When 
you realize who Christ is and what He has done 
for you, what is your response to Him? What 
is the purpose of the statements made about 
Christ in v.18? Does He have the pre-eminence 
in every phase of your life? How does all this 
passage teaches about Christ increase your con- 
fidence in the power that is available in Him to 


enable you to live the Christian life (v.11)? It— 


is because of this power that is ours that Paul 


can pray as he does for his Christian readers H 


(vv.9-10). 
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LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 10. 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The Warning And Invitation Of Jesus 


Background Scripture: Matthew 11 and 12 


Devotional Reading: Isaiah 61:1-4 


If we include the Background Scripture, I feel that we should change the Topic to Warnings and 
Invitations, for there are several warnings and two invitations in these two chapters. 


Since there is such an abundance of material in these chapters, I will only mention one thing in 
regard to our Devotional Reading. In verse 2 of Isaiah 61 we have the two sides of the Gospel pre- 


sented: 
contains both an invitation and a warning. As 
Paul tells us, The Gospel is a savor of life unto 
life, or of death unto death. There is Salvation, 
and there is Condemnation: He that believeth 
shall be saved; he that believeth not shall be 
condemned. This is the condemnation, that 
light has come into the world, and men loved 
darkness rather than light, because their deeds 
were evil. 


There are many of these, either 
11:1-15. 


1. John the Baptist sends two of his disciples 
to Jesus, asking the question, Art Thou He that 
should come, or look we for another? There 
is some difference of opinion as to John’s rea- 
son for doing this. (I have just gotten “The 
New Testament for English Readers,” by 
Alford, and it gives a good discussion of this) . 
Did John do this to strengthen his own faith, 
or the faith of the disciples of John? John was 
in prison, soon to be beheaded. 


Most of us would be discouraged by such 
an experience. He had preached Jesus as the 
Coming One Who would baptize with fire and 
thoroughly purge His floor. He had also borne 
witness to Him as the Lamb of God Who would 
take away the sin of the world. Did John see 
that the Cross would come before the crown? 
Did he share the common view that the Messiah 
would be an earthly Ruler and set up His King- 
dom and liberate the Jews from their hated 
Roman masters? Was he disappointed that Jesus 
had not done more to establish His Kingdom? 
It does seem from his question that John’s faith 
had weakened a bit. : 


I. Warnings: 
expressed or implied. 


Jesus answered the question by telling the 
disciples to go and show John again those 
things which ye do see and hear. Then, in 
verse 6 there seems to be a gentle rebuke and 
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(1) The acceptable year of the Lord, and (2) The day of vengeance of our God. The Gospel 


warning: And blessed is he, whosoever shall 
not be offended in me. 


After the disciples departed Jesus pronounced 
a beautiful eulogy upon John the Baptist, in- 
cluding this remarkable tribute: “Verily I say 
unto you, Among them that are born of women 
there hath not risen a greater than John the 


Baptist.” We feel sure that John and his dis- 


ciples were strengthened and encouraged, and 
that John trusted even where he did not fully 
understand, perhaps. 


2. “This generation.” The people of Jesus’ 
day were dissatisfied with both Jesus and John. 
These two men were very different, but neither 
one appealed to “this generation.” Jesus com- 
pares them to a bunch of dissatisfied children 
who would not join in the games; who would 
neither dance nor mourn. They said that John 
had a devil because he did not eat or drink 
like ordinary men, and that Jesus was a glutton 
and winebibber because He did. I think that 
every generation is very similar to the people 
of Jesus’ time. For instance, God uses today 
very different types of men in preaching the 
Gospel, and very different methods. We may 
have a “Billy Sunday” and a “Quiet Talks Gor- 


_ don” preaching at the same time, and following 


each other as they did in Lynchburg, Virginia. 
Some would criticize “Billy” as being too sen- 
sational, and others, Gordon, because he was 
too quiet. When people do not wish to believe 
it is easy for them to find fault with the mes- 
senger, or the method. There is a warning for 
us today in these words. 


3. The Cities wherein most of His mighty 
works were done: 21-24. 


Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum wit- 
nessed many of Jesus’ great miracles. He made 
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Capernaum His headquarters while He pursued 
His work around the Sea of Galilee. These 
cities did not repent or respond as they should 
to His words or works. 


He upbraids them for this unbelief and said 
that Tyre and Sidon, and even Sodom, would 
have responded better to such evidence. Sup- 
pose we change names a bit and put some of 
our great cities in their place; New York, Chi- 
cago, San Francisco; cities full of churches and 
preachers. If some of the cities of India or 
China, or Africa had had the opportunities of 
American cities, would they have responded bet- 
ter? I am afraid that we have a lot of “Gospel- 
hardened” cities in America. 


4. The Sabbath Controversy: 12:1-14. 


The Pharisees, who were sticklers for the 
strict observance of the letter of the Law, but 
completely ignored its spirit, were quick to 
seize the opportunity which presented itself in 
the conduct of Jesus’ disciples, and His own 
conduct, in respect to the observance of the 
Sabbath. They saw some of the disciples pluck- 
ing off some of the grain and eating it. They 
said to Jesus, Behold your disciples are doing 
what is unlawful to do on the Sabbath. In the 
eyes of these critics they were reaping and 


thrashing grain! Jesus defended His disciples — 


by citing two Old Testament examples; David 
and the priests. The Sabbath was made for 
man, not man for the Sabbath. The needs of 
men are superior to some lower law. 


The second instance concerned His own act 
of healing the man with the withered hand. 
They asked Him, Is it lawful to heal on the 
Sabbath days? He showed them from their own 
practice how absurd was their question. A man 
is much better than a sheep. He then healed 
the man. The Pharisees went out and_ took 
counsel how they might destroy Him. How 
impossible to convince those who are deter- 
mined not to be convinced! How prone men 
are to stress the trivial! 


There is a very solemn implied warning in 
connection with these two incidents. Let us 
beware of exalting some minor matter to a 
place of supreme importance. It is so easy to 
be critical of those who do not follow our par- 
ticular pattern for living. Jesus gives us a good 
rule in the Sermon on the Mount; Judge not, 
that ye be not judged; cast out the beam out 
of our own eye before we try to cast‘ the mote 
out of our brother’s eye. In these instances, 
of course, neither Jesus nor His disciples were 
doing wrong. The Pharisees had a beam of un- 
belief, of jealousy, of hatred, and even murder. 
Who were they to criticize others? 


5. The “Unpardonable Sin”: 12:22-37. 


This section begins with the healing of the 
man possessed with a devil, blind and dumb. 
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The people were amazed and said, Is not this 
the son of David? The Pharisees present a pre. 
posterous explanation: This fellow durst not cast 
out devils, but by Beelzebub the prince of the 
devils. Jesus answered this amazing statement, 
and then proceeded with a solemn warning 
which has been called ‘The Unpardonable 
Sin.”” In these Pharisees we see unbelief in its 
most stubborn and unreasonable form. They 
were attributing the works of Christ to Satan 
and resisting the Holy Spirit. Unbelief is the 
worst of sins. It is the only sin, in the nature 
of the case, which cannot be forgiven. When 
we close our eyes and ears and hearts and re- 
fuse to believe we shut the door to salvation. 


6. “Master, (Teacher) we would see a sign 
from thee”: 38-45. 


How could men be so blind and unreason- 
able? They had seen miracle after miracle, 


or, as John calls them, “signs.” His life; His 


words; His works; were all signs. Nicodemus 
recognized this when he said, No man can do 
these miracles, (signs), that thou doest, except 
God be with him. The blind man who was 
healed presented the same unanswerable argu- 
ment to the Pharisees. (See John 9:30) Jesus 
refuses to gratify their curiosity by giving them 
any special sign, but calls up three Old Testa- 
ment incidents to rebuke and warn them: 
Jonah; the men of Nineveh, and the Queen of 
the South. He then shows them that unbelief 
is like an evil spirit who takes possession of a 
man’s heart. 


II. Jnvitations:  11:28-30; 12:15-21; 12:46-50. 


The first of these is one of the most far- 
reaching and beautiful invitations in the Bible. 
It follows a prayer of thanksgiving to His Father 
because He has hidden these things from the 
wise and prudent and revealed them unto babes. 
The proud Pharisees were the “wise and pru- 
dent,” (as the world sees things). They refused 
to see the evidence and rejected Him. There 
were others, however, the common people, the 
sick, the heavy-laden. ones, who received Him. 
Then He utters His Great Invitation; Come 
unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden, 


and TT will give you rest. We are somewhat 


surprised to find it here, in the midst of solemn 
words of warning, but warning and invitation 
go together. We must warn men; we must also 
invite men. These are the two sides of Gospel 
preaching. 


The second selection is not an invitation in 
words, but an implied one, from a_ beautiful 
picture of Jesus which is put between the plot 
to kill Him and the Unpardonable Sin. What 
sort of Person is it Who is being rejected by 
the Pharisees? He is the Great Healer, the One 
pictured by Isaiah the prophet; Behold my ser- 

(Continued on Page 11) 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR FEBRUARY 10 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


“Circles Of Influence” 


Scripture: Matthew 13:31-33 
Hymns: 
“Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken” 


“Lord, Speak ‘To Me That I May Speak” 
“Take My Life, And Let It Be Consecrated”’ 


Program Leader: 


This is the first of three programs to deal 
with the witness we bear as Christians. We are 
to think today of our influence and how it can 
be used for Christ. We usually speak of influ- 
ential persons as being those who hold important 
positions in life or who have attained a large 
degree of fame. It is true that the influence 
of such people is weighty, but each of us has 
influence too, and it is most important. That 
we have influence is a fact, but the thing that 
should concern us is whether it is good or bad 

. . whether it is being used for Christ or not. 


Let us think of some of the areas where our 
influence is felt. In every circle of friends where 
we live a part of our life, we leave a mark. We 
live most of our time at home. We have an 
influence there. We also are a part of a class 
at school, at Sunday school, and in the youth 
fellowship. We make an impression on the 
people with whom we associate in each of these 
relationships. How many other formal and in- 
formal groups can we name to which we belong 
and in which we have an influence? (Make a 
list on a blackboard or a large piece of paper 
of all the circles of friendship or association 
in which your young people have part. Ask 


the group for suggestions and be ready with a 


list of your own.) 


It is probably beginning to dawn on us from 
this discussion that we have influence in more 
places than we thought we did. We need now 
to come back to that all important question 
which has already been suggested: Is our influ- 
ence Christian . . . do we use all these oppor- 
tunities to witness for Christ? Are the people 
with whom we live made more mindful of 
Christ because we are among them from time 
to time? Are our associates encouraged by our 
example to be more Christ-like in their own 
way of living? There is no question about our 
being influential, but are we being influential 
for Christ? 


JANUARY 30, 1957 


If we really love Christ, we are surely inter- 
ested in witnessing for Him wherever we are. 
How can we go about it? We may influence 
people consciously and unconsciously, and we 
witness to them consciously and unconsciously. 
There are times when we make very obvious and 
intentional attempts to lead people to Christ, 
and there are other times when our influence 
for Him may be felt very strongly without our 
knowing it at all. Jesus said Christians should 
be the light of the world and the salt of the 
earth. Light is not conscious of giving light 
and salt is not conscious of its saltiness. So it 
is with us as Christians. When Christ is in us, 
His light ought to shine forth whether we are 
aware of it or not. Let us make a list of the 
conscious and unconscious ways we can be in- 
fluential for the Lord. 


(Using the blackboard or a large piece of 
paper or cardboard, prepare two columns head- 
ed “Conscious” and “Unconscious.” In the first 
column list such items as personal soul-winning, 
personal invitations to attend church, taking 
part on programs, etc. In the other column list: 
the company you keep, the kind of speech you 
use, your attitude toward other people, etc. Ask 
the group for suggestions and discussion of 
them.- Be prepared with a list of your own sug- 
gestions in case the young people are slow in 
advancing their ideas. It would be well to close 
the program with sentence prayers, especially 
asking the Lord to make our influence stronger 
for Him.) 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
(Continued from Page 10) 
vant, whom I have chosen; my beloved, in 
whom my soul is well pleased, etc. Read these 
words and see the blackness of unbelief as 
shown by these leaders of the Jews. 


Our third invitation is also an implied one. 
His mother and His brethren were without de- 
siring to speak with Him. He answered, Who 
is my mother? and who are my brethren? And 
he stretched forth His hands toward His disci- 
ples, and said, Behold, my mother and my 
brethren! For whosoever shall do the will of 
my Father which is in heaven, the same is my 
brother and sister and mother. Here is a sug- 
gested invitation to become a member of the 
“Household of Faith.” Will we accept that in- 
vitation? 
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in the Year Ahead, May I 


1. Be more Christ-like in the Home. 
“To the Church in Thy House.” Phil. 1:2 
“Suffer little children to come unto me.” 
Mark 10:14 | 


9.Be more Christ-like in the Church. 
“Christ also loved the Church and gave 
Himself for it.” Eph. 5:25 Beis, 


3. Be more Christ-like in my social contacts. — 
“They took knowledge of them that they had 
been with Jesus.” Acts 4:13 
“Speak not evil one of another.” James 4:11 


4. Be more Christ-like in my business relations. 
‘“Whatsoever ye would that men should do 
to you, do ye even so to them.” Matt. 7:12 


5. Be more Christ-like in my a 
“Render unto Caesar the things which are 


Caesar’s and unto God the things that © 


are God’s.” Matt. 22:21 


6. Be more Christ-like in my world vision. 
“Thy Kingdom Come.” Matt. 6:10 
“Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
Gospel to every creature.” Mark 16:15 


7. Be more Christ-like in my own life 
“For to me to live is Christ.” Phil. 1:21 
“Pray without ceasing.” I Thes. 5:17 


Some Tips for You 


Do you know that the number of people: who 
are reaching the 65-year mark is increasing 
rapidly in this country? This year there are 
over 13,000,000, and it is estimated that by 1960 
there will be 10 per cent of the entire popula- 
tion in this bracket. In the past decade the num- 
ber of people in the 65-75 age group has in- 
creased 33%, and the over 75-year group 45%. 
Medical science has prolonged the life span. 
It may be true as the ditty says, in not too well- 
phrased words: 


“How do I know that my youth is spent? 
Because my get up and go has got up and went!” 


But many people who are in this group, and 
many who are approaching it are active and 
interested in life today and have resources that 
are invaluable to the Church. 


Suppose you take the following as some ob- 
jectives to think through with other women of 
your church, and seek to find effective ways to 
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minister more fully to the older people in your 
church and to give them opportunities to serve 
the Church! 


Discover ways of developing a concern for the 
older people in your church and community. 


Discover concerns of older people and those 
growing old. | 


Discover ways of helping people prepare for 
older years (that can and should start with 


young adults.) 


Discover the areas of adjustment that people 
must face as they grow older, and ways to 
make the proper adjustments. 


Discover the kinds of programs the local church 
might initiate for older people. 


Discover ways to get older people interested in 
- planning programs which they want. 


Learn more about the process of aging (some 
very good books in this area). 


Watch the daily papers, the magazines and 
Church periodicals for articles about older 
people. Start a file for clippings which relate 
to this topic. A recent issue of a city’s Sunday 
paper carried an editorial and a feature story 
about older people. The autobiography of 
Grandma Moses should be very interesting 
reading. 


Discover the people in your community who 
are working with older folks, such as the 
Social Agencies, the Public Health Nurse, the 
Director of Social Security, and invite them 
to meet with your group and give some definite 
information which you need. 


And — remember that there can be real mean- 
ing in those words of Browning: 
“Grow old along with me, 
The best is yet to be. 
The last of life for which the first was made.” 


A Psalm of the Helpers 


The ways of the world are full of haste and turmoil; 
I will sing of the tribe of helpers who travel in 


peace. 


He that turneth from the road to rescue another, 
Turneth toward his goal; 

He shall arrive in due time by the footpath of mercy, 
God will be his guide. 


He that taketh up the burden of the fainting, 
Lighteneth his own load; 

The Almighty will put his arms underneath him, 
He shall lean upon the Lord. 
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He that careth for the sick and wounded, 
Watcheth not alone; 

There are three in the darkness together, 
And the third is the Lord. 


Blessed is the way of the helpers; 
The companions of the Christ. 
Author Unknown 


The Christ 


In the face of a child, eager, aglow, aglow, 
I have seen the Christ— 
In the beauty of a starlit night, 
In the face of a child, eager, aglow, aglow, 
In the purity of fresh fallen snow, 
He was there. 


I have heard the Christ— 
In the rippling brook, as it sings its song, 
In the joyous chorus of the birds at dawn, 
In the voice of a tiny child at play, 
In the melodies, at the close of day. 

He was there. 


—(Mrs. O. F.) Lilla B. Liner 


Greenwood, S. 


Then Let Our ——s 
Wonder Be: : 


“That the Great Angel-blinding light should shrink 
His blaze, to shine in a poor Shepherd’s eye; 
That the unmeasur’d God so low should sinke, 
As Pris’ner in a few poore rags to lye, 
That from his Mother’s Breast he milke should drinke, 
Who feeds with Nectar Heav’n’s faire family, 
That a vile Manger his low Bed should prove, 
Who in a Throne of stars Thunders above; 
That he whom the Sun serves, should faintly peepe 
Through clouds of Infant Flesh! that he, the old 
Eternall Word should be a Child, and weepe; 
That he who made the fire, should feare the cold, 
That Heav’n’s high Majesty his Court should keepe 
In a clay cottage, by each blast control’d; 
That Glories self should serve our Griefs and feares, 
And free Eternity submit to years.” 

—Crenshaw. 


Miss Louise Farrior 


GEORGIA 


Atlanta—Miss Louise Farrior of Richmond, Va., 
and Mrs. Mable C. Morley, Little Rock, Ark., have 
moved to Atlanta to join the Board of Women’s 
Work and were formally introduced to staff mem- 
bers of the Board January 4. Miss Farrior will 
direct the newly created Editorial Department of 
the Board of Women’s Work, and Mrs. Morley comes 
to ‘'.s the Board’s Leadership Education Depart- 
men 
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Mrs. Mable C. Morley | 


Mrs. Morley, a native of Lonoke, Arkansas, comes 
to Atlanta from Little Rock where she served as 
Director of Christian Education in the Pulaski 
Heights Presbyterian Church and in the First 
Presbyterian Church at North Little Rock. 


She attended Ouachita College and the Univer- 
sity of Arkansas and is a graduate of the Assembly’s 
Training School, with a degree of Bachelor of 
Religious Education. She received the  Bland- 
Paisley Scholarship the first year she was at the 
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on January 4. 


Training School. That scholarship is provided an- 
nually by the Alumni Association and given to a 
student selected by the faculty “as one possessing 
in unusual measure, qualities of consecration and 
leadership and giving promise of marked future 
usefulness in the field of full-time Christian work.”’ 


Before becoming a Director of Christian Edu- 
cation, Mrs. Morley was engaged in Sunday School 
work and activities of the Women of the Church 


in which she held committee membership on presby- 


tery and synod levels. 


For the first three months in Atlanta, before 
she joined the Board of Women’s Work, Mrs. 
Morley served as acting Director of Christian Edu- 
cation at the Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Tucker, Ga. 


A son, Dean, is recipient of a National Merit 
Scholarship and is now studying at Harvard in 
Cambridge, Mass. Mrs. Morley is residing with her 
mother, Mrs. Helen Crutcher, in Decatur, Ga. 


Miss Farrior, prior to her affiliation with the 
Board of Women’s Work, was associate editor of 
the division of Religious Education at the Board 
of Christian Education and was the editor of Day 
by Day and Presbyterian Action. 


She is a graduate of East Carolina College in 
Greenville, North Carolina, and of the Assembly’s 
Training School where she received the M.A. degree 
in Bible. After graduation from East Carolina 
College, with a major in education, she taught 
school in North Carolina for several years and then 
joined the Editorial Department of the Board of 
Christian Education. 


The department Miss Farrior will head in Atlanta 
was created in a recent reorganization of the 
Women’s Board office. 


Both new staff members began their new duties 


Alabama Avenue Church, Selma, Ala. 


The Rev. Geo. W. Cheek, D.D., has been hon- 
orably retired from the ministry by the Presbytery 
of Tuscaloosa, and preached his last sermon to an 
overflow congregation at the morning hour on 
Dec. 30th, on the Scriptural text, 2nd Tim. 4:7. 


After nearly forty years of ministry, nineteen 
of which had been spent in the Alabama Avenue 
church, in two different rates, the first in 
the first years of his ministry, extending over a 
period of five years, and the second period of 
fourteen years which closed his active ministerial 
life. The members of the church, and a large 
number of friends throughout the city and county, 
presented the keys to a new 1956 Dodge car as 
an appreciation for services rendered, and a token 
of esteem and everlasting friendship. 


An active and efficient pulpit committee are 
prayerfully seeking a new pastor to take up the 
work laid down by the former pastor, and to calry 
on to a greater success. 


Dr. Cheek, and his faithful wife, have in late 
years, by the aid of the congregation and many 
friends of the city, erected a well appointed and 
modern home near the city, where they will con- 
tinue to reside, among the many friendships formed 
over the years. This home was built mainly by 
their own hands and affords a great deal of com- 
fort for the future. 


Until adjustment can be accomplished to the 
change of a very active life, to one of retirement, 
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the pastor would welcome the opportunity to emer- 

gency supply work for vacant pulpits, or an interim 

supply for a month or two in churches awaiting 
the arrival of a new pastor. 


THE GENERAL FUND AND 
INTERCHURCH AGENCIES 


Receipts 
Church Year Ended Dec. 31, 1956 


Covering Period From 


January 15, 1956 - January 15, 1957 
The General Fund Agencies __ 


Budget for 1966. $ 846,581.00 
Received from Jan. 15, 1956 - 

595,855.70 
Percentage of annual budget received 

for the year ..... 70.4 
Total amount short of askings .......... 250,725.30 


Interchurch Agencies 


21,495.00 
Received from Jan. 15,1956 - | 

Jan. 15, 1957 17,746.69 
Percentage of annual budget 

received for the year 83.00 
Total amount short of askings .......... 3,748.31 


Missionary News 


Nashville, Tenn.—Mr. and Mrs. Everett E. Gour- 
ley, Jr., of our West Brazil Mission, announce the 
arrival of a son, Kevin Armistead, in Brazil on 
December 25. 


Mr. Gourley is a native of Nashville, Tenn. He is 


a graduate of Vanderbilt University, and a member | 


= — Glen Leven Presbyterian Church in Nash- 
ville. 


Mrs. Gourley is the former Miss Nancy Armi- 
stead, the daughter of the Rev. and Mrs. W. H. 
Armistead of Montreat, N. C., and now living in 
Ormond Beach, Fla. She is a member of the 
oe Presbyterian Church in Black Moun- 

in, 


The Rev. and Mrs. Robert H. Camenisch of our 
West Brazil Mission have announced the arrival 
of their daughter, Marlena Kay, born December 
11, in Brazil. 


Mr. Camenisch is a native of Stanford, Ky., and 
is a member of Transylvania Presbytery. He is a 
graduate of the University of Kentucky, and Louis- 
ville Seminary. 


Mrs. Camenisch is the former Miss Martha Davis 
of Stanford, Ky. ‘She is a member of the Perry- 
ville Presbyterian Church of Perryville, Ky. 


ARKANSAS 


Fayetteville— The annual Town and Country 
Church Seminary for pastors and interested laymen 
of town and country churches, will be held at the 
University of Arkansas, February 12-15. 


The seminar is being sponsored by the Arkansas 
Council of Churches, in cooperation with the Uni- 
versity of Arkansas’ College of Agriculture and 
Home Economics, the Agricultural Extension 
Service, and the General Extension Service. 


Southern Presbyterians from the fhe gy of Ar- 
kansas, Missouri, and Oklahoma, will join other 
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denominational groups to hear matters discussed 
on the general theme, “‘The Church, The Hub of 
the Community”’. 


The Town and Country Church Seminar in Ar- 
kansas has developed from a Presbyterian Church, 
U.S., beginning in 1950. Afterwards, for three 
years, it was a Pan-Presbyterian affair, and in 1955 
it became interdenominational. 


FLORIDA 


Miami—The new $300,000 structure for West- 
minster Presbyterian Church has been completed 
and as put into use by the congregation the Sunday 
before Christmas. 


The church was moved to a more residential 
area after 33 years in its former location. 


The unique part of the modified colonial Geor- 
gian building is the lace-like white aluminum 
tower. 


The education building is yet to be added to 
the finished sanctuary, Administration, and fellow- 
ship units in order to make the proposed plant 
complete. 


GEORGIA 


Atlanta—The Office of the General Assembly 
has issued a supplement to the 1951 edition of the 
Ministerial Directory of the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S., according to a recent announcement made by 
‘Dr. E. C. Seott, Stated Clerk of the Assembly. 


The supplement, a 104-page mimeographed book- 
let, contains the names and biographical matter of 
persons ordained from 1951 to 1956. There have 
been more than 1,000 persons added to the roll 
of ministers since publication of the 1951 Min- 
isterial Directory. Most of these have been ordained 
by presbyteries of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., 
but many have been received from other denomi- 
nations. 


Publication of the supplement in mimeographed 
form was the result of a direction of the Permanent 
Committee on the Office of the General Assembly. 


“The same abbreviations are used in this volume 
as are found in the 1941 and 1951 editions of the 
Directory, therefore it is important that the owner 
of this new material have a copy of the 1951 
edition which contains the key,” said Dr. Scott. 


The final five pages of the supplement contain 
incomplete information about men from whom 
sketches were not received and complete informa- 
tion on others who sent in material after stencils 
— already been prepared for the final publi- 
cation. 


The supplement sells for $1.00 per copy. Copies 
of the 1951 edition of the Directory may also be 
obtained from the Office of the Stated Clerk, at 
$3.50 each. 


Postage for the supplement will be paid if 
remittance accompanies order; otherwise, invoice 
will include postage. Purchasers in the State of 
Georgia are asked to add 3 cents for state sales 
tax, and any remittance on a nonpar bank is to 
have 10 cents added to it. 


All orders are to be addressed to Dr. E. C. Scott, 
Stated Clerk, Office of the General Assembly, 
341-E Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., Atlanta 6, Ga. 
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Atlanta—A most unusual record in giving, with 
an increase of 71% within one year, is revealed 
in statistics on stewardship released by Clairmont 
Presbyterian Church of Decatur, Ga 


The young church, organized in 1952, began 
1956 with 499 members, and closed the year with 
625, or a growth of 25.2% within the year. 


During the same period, giving to all causes rose 
$30,543.46—from $43,019.03 in 1955 to $73,562.49 
in 1956. This most unusual jump of 71% in a 
single year came in large measure from increased 
giving for the building fund of the church, but 
sizeable increases in current expense and benevo- 
lence giving is also shown in the report. 


Contributions to current expenses increased only 
21% (from $25,719.09 to $29,945.97). But gifts 
to benevolences shot up four times as fast, with an 
891%2% increase from $6,186.35 given in 1955 to 
$11,718.68 given in 1956. 


Building fund contributions in the four-year-old 


church increased from $12,113.68 in 1955 to $51,- 
897.84 in 1956. This is an increase of 163% in one 


year. 
The Rev. Max Milligan is the pastor. 


Augusta — The Cliffwood Presbyterian Church 
was constituted by the Augusta-Macon Presbytery 
January 6, 1957, with 106 charter members and 
Rev. Wm. Robert Floyd as pastor. The Session is 
composed of Ruling Elders C. A. Young, Rex L. 
Searson,, F. G. Haines, Tunnie Walden, A. D. 
Thornhill, H. B. Martin and V. B. Pittman. The 
Diaconate consists of D. A. Watson, J. I. Weathers, 
E. C. Horne, Jr., H. V. Ware, R. R. Clifford, W. H. 
Thomas, J. M. Ray, W. F. McDonald, J. T. Cheeley 
and W. F. Holderman. 


This church is an offspring of the First Church 
of Augusta. handsome and attractive brochure 
has been published giving the history of the organi- 
zation, an account of the constituting service and 
a roll of the charter members. It is priced at $2.00, 
proceeds of the sale to go toward a plaque dedi- 
cating the church to the memory of war dead. 


Cherokee Presbytery 


The Rev. Robert Calvin Pooley, Jr., pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church in Summerville, Georgia, 
has accepted the call of Cherokee Presbytery, to 
serve as Executive Secretary, starting Feb. 1, 
1957. Rev. Pooley has served at his present post 
three years. He has served as Chairman of the 
Chattooga County Chapter of the American Red 
Cross for two years, and as President of the Sum- 
merville Little League for two years. He has 
served as chaplain of Mason-McCauley V.F.W. 
Post 6688, and is presently the only Air National 
Guard Chaplain in the State of Georgia, assigned 
to the 116th Fighter Intercepter Wing, stationed 
at Dobbins Air Force Base. The Pooleys have four 
children, the youngest born Dec. 28th, 1956. Mrs. 
Pooley is the former Fannie Rutledge of Leaksville, 
N. C. and a graduate of Duke Nursing School. 
Their residence for the time being will remain 
Summerville, Ga 


The Stated Winter Meeting of Cherokee Presby- 
tery was held Tuesday at the Calhoun Presbyterian 
Church. Ruling Elder Oscar Clecker, of Menlo, 
Ga., moderated the meting. The Rev. David B. 
Walthall, Regional Director of Christian Education 
for the Synod of Georgia, was received as a mem- 
ber from Lexington-Ebenezer Presbytery. The Rev. 
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Robert C. Pooley, pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Summerville, was installed as Executive 
Secretary of the Presbytery. Mr. James M. Baird, 
a student at Columbia Theological Seminary and a 
member of the Acworth Presbyterian Church, was 
received as a Candidate for the Gospel Ministry. 
The pastoral relationship existing between the Rev. 
H. Paul Currie and the Calhoun Presbyterian 
Church was dissolved. Rev. Currie has enrolled as 


a student at Emory University. : 


The World Mission report, presented by the Rev. 
John Knight, pastor of the Smyrna Presbyterian 
Church, featured an address by the Rev. Lachlan 
Vass, Jr., missionary to the Belgian Congo. The 
Rev. S. W. Dendy, pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Dalton and the Rev. W. L. Merrin, pastor 
of the Bethel, Sardis and Walnut Grove Presby- 
terian Churches, were elected minister commission- 
ers to the General Assembly. Mr. Will Storey, Ruling 
Elder of the Beersheba Presbyterian Church and 
Mr. Will Joe Abbott, Ruling Elder of the Acworth 
Presbyterian Church were elected Elder Commis- 
sioners to the General Assembly. Dr. Harry K. 
Holland, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church 


of Marietta, Ga., presented the Rev. Will Rogers, 


minister to students at the University of Georgia, 
who presented the cause and challenge of the Cam- 
pus Christian Program. The Rev. Robert S. Busey, 
pastor of the Chickamauga Presbyterian Church, 
was nominated to serve as Moderator at the next 
Stated Meeting of Presbytery to be held at Car- 
tersville, Ga., May 21st. Cherokee Presbytery will 
hold an adjourned meeting at the Atcooga Presby- 
terian Church, Dalton, Ga., Feb. Ist, at 10:30 A.M. 


Quitman—The Presbyterian Home in Quitman, 
supported by the Synod of Georgia, has let a con- 
tract for the construction of a $120,000 addition. 


Mrs. Elizabeth Monk, one of the guests of the 
home, and blind, was one of the first persons to 
make the new addition possible, by the gift of an 
afghan she crocheted which earned the price of 
digging the first foundation. 


Dr. Frank McElroy, the director of Quitman, 
considers Mrs. Monk’s gift as typical of the feeling 
of the thirty elderly men and women who live in 
the Home—they love it so much that they want to 
see the 23 new bedrooms added so that others may 
also come to Quitman and know the same happiness. 
Mrs. Monk, who lost her sight in middle age, cro- 
chets afghans from various colored wool yarn 
church women send her. She learned to read 
Braille when she was 60 years old and typing 
when she was 65. | 


A bequest of $10,000 from the estate of Miss 
Sarah Rogers in Cartersville, Ga., has been desig- 
nated for the new building. 


The Home, now a one-story brick building with 
wings, will have an addition that will include rooms 
for 23 more guests, a sun porch, a nurses‘ call 
room, laundry, a dining room, office and storage 
space. The site for the Home comprises 33 acres. 


Quitman Home was erected in 1949 on land given 
by the city and Brooks County. Money for the 
original building came mostly from within South- 
west Georgia Presbytery. 


Some of the guests pay their own way. Some do 
not. But most residents have private rooms, even 
though at the present, until the addition is added, 
it is crowded. 


Change of address:‘ Rev. O. M. Anderson, D.D., to 
265 Sequa Ave., Jackson 9, Mississippi. 
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NORTH CAROLINA 


Graham—Mrs. Ella Bernard Scott of Haw River, 


N. C., stepmother of the U. S. Senator Kerr Scott 


from North Carolina, died here December 23. 
Funeral services were held at Hawfields Presby- 
terian Church where she was a member and Senator 
Scott is an elder. 


Mrs. Seott was a native of Orange County, N. C. 
and a graduate of Salem Female Academy, taught 
school at Hawfields for several years and married 
the late R. W. Scott in 1915. 


Survivors include two sisters, Mrs. W. O. Doggett 
of Mount Airy, N. C.; Mrs. Jessie Anthony of 
Burlington, N. C.; four stepdaughters, Mrs. Louise 
M. Smith, Mrs. C. R. Hudson, both of Raleigh, Mrs. 
George Carrington, Burlington, and Mrs. Paul 
Haeseler of New Brunswick, N. J. Five stepsons, 
besides, Senator Scott, who survive, include former 
State Senator Ralph H. Scott, Henry A. Scott, and 
A. Hughes Scott, all of Haw River, and Dr. S. F. 
Scott of Burlington. 


Greensboro—Dr. Joseph M. Garrison, pastor of 
the Church of the Covenant, Greensboro, N. C., 
and chairman of the General Assembly’s Committee 
on Nominations, has called for a meeting of the 
Committee, in Atlanta, Ga., March 4-5. 


The purpose of this meeting is to prepare nomi- 
nations for all committees to be submitted to the 
1957 General Assembly. 


The Permanent Nominating Committee is made 
up of the following: (Terms expiring in 1957) Dr. 
Garrison; the Rev. W. M. Logan, pastor of the 
University Church, Austin, Texas; and Mrs. R. M. 
Pegram, Louisville, Ky. Members whose terms ex- 
pire in 1958 include the Rev. J. Wayte Fulton, 
pastor of Shenandoah Church, Miami, Fla.; the 
Rev. R. R. Craig, pastor of First Church, Idabel, 
Okla.; and Dr. J. R. McCain, president emeritus of 
Agnes Scott College, Decatur, Ga. Committee mem- 
bers whose terms expire in 1959 include the Rev. 
Henry P. Mobley, pastor of Oakland Avenue Church, 
Rock Hill, S. C.; Mr. E. L. Repass, layman from 
Salem, Va.; and Mr. John B. Salsbery, layman from 
Donelson, Tenn. 


All interested people throughout the Assembly 
“are invited to suggest names for the important 
positions of leadership in the various Assembly 
committees,” said Dr. Garrison. 


These names should be sent to Dr. Garrison at 
Walker and Mendenhall Sts., Greensboro, N. C. 
“Accompanying each suggestion there should be a 
brief statement of particular qualifications for the 
suggested nominations, together with definite ad- 
dresses in the case of all laymen suggested,” said 
Dr. Garrison. It is requested that all suggestions 
be in the hands of the chairman by February 15th, 
to facilitate preparations for the committee meet- 
ing in Atlanta, in March. : 


Montreat—One hundred and sixty-one men from 
throughout the General Assembly took part Jan. 
4-6 in the 12th annual session of Assembly Men’s 
Council. This was the largest group ever to attend 
an AMC meeting. 


John J. Deifell of Greensboro, N. C., retiring 
president, presided during the three-day meeting at 
which plans were formulated for the year’s work 
in 1700 local men’s groups, and officers were 
elected to lead the men during 1957. | 
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M. Elmer Taylor of Jacksonville, Fla., first vice- 


president of AMC in 1956 was elected to head the 
body in 1957. AMC is made up of the presidents 
of all synod and presbytery men’s councils, plus 
advisors in the field of Christian education. Attend- 
ing this 12th meeting were every president of 
every presbytery in the synods of Appalachia, Ar- 
kansas, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Texas and West Virginia. Only 13 of the 85 pres- 
byteries were not represented. 


Throughout the three-day meeting attention was 
given to the plans for the Men’s Convention in 
Miami, Fla., Oct. 10-13. A feature of an evening 
- presentation on the work of the Division of Radio 
and Television, Board of Church Extension, was 
the premier showing of “On to Miami” colored, 
sound movie that will be used throughout the 
Church to build interest in the convention. More 
than 10,000 men are expected to attend the As- 
sembly-wide event. 


Davidson—W inter religious services at Davidson 
College Feb. 10-13 will include two addresses by 
Dr. John S. Whale, prominent British theologian. 


Dr. Whale will lecture on “‘The Nature of God”’ 


and “The Nature of History.”’ He will raise the 


questions ‘‘Can God be both cosmic and personal?’’, 
and “Does God intervene in human events?” 


The services will be held during the morning 
chapel period, and for the four evenings. The 
public will be welcome to join with the college 
community, in Chambers auditorium for morning 
services and the college church for evening worship. 


Mecklenburg Presbytery, in its 125th Stated 
Session, disapproved of the proposed amendment to 
the Book of Church Order, Paragraph 31, relative 
to election of women to the Diaconate or Elder- 
ship, and approved the proposed amendment to 
Chapter 36 of the Confession of Faith, relative to 
marriage and divorce. Rev. Stuart D. Currie, a 
Queens College professor, was received from the 
Presbytery of Atlanta, Rev. Geo. W. Powell was 
received from the Presbytery of Athens, and a 
commission was appointed to install him pastor of 
the Pleasant Hills Church. Also, Rev. T. E. Nelson 
was received from Fayetteville Presbytery and 
steps were taken to install him pastor of the Biscoe 

d Star Churches. 

The pastoral relations were dissolved between 
Dr. Harold D. Hayward and the Providence Church, 
and he was given a letter of transfer to the Presby- 
tery of Albany, U.S.A. Rev. C. H. McLean was dis- 
missed to Wilmington Presbytery, after the pas- 
toral relations were dissolved between him and the 
East Monroe and Turner Presbyterian Churches. 

Mr. Ernest D. Severs, a member of the Thomas- 
boro Church and a Junior in Columbia Theological 
Seminary, and Mr. Jas. K. Wilson, a member of 
the Selwyn Avenue Church and a Junior in Union 
Theological Seminary, were received as candidates 
for the ministry. 


Presbytery adopted a recommendation of the 
Sub-committee on Evangelism, of which Rev. S. H. 
Zealy is chairman, to have a simultaneous campaign 
of Visitation Evangelism April 7-10. Dr. James 
Appleby addressed the Presbytery on Evangelism. 


Rev. Leighton Ford requested prayer for the 
Billy Graham New York Crusade. Dr. W. M. Walsh 
announced the completed plans for the exchange 
of ministers on February 24th, wken there will be 
emphasis on World Missions. Sixteen commissioners 
and their alternates were elected to attend the 
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meeting of the General Assembly. Hon. Horace 
McCall, past president of the Men of Mecklenburg 
Presbytery, gave a review of the year, in which 
eight new organizations were chartered. 


Beginning February 15th, Miss Virginia Morris 
is to become Area Worker for Mecklenburg Pres- 
bytery. 


The Stated Clerk, Rev. Malcolm R. Williamson, 
was unable to give a complete report on statistics. 


The Session was held January 15th in the Selwyn 
Avenue Presbyterian Church, of which Rev. S. M. 
Inman is pastor. He gave a history of the origin, 
growth, and program of the church. Mr. Joe W. 
McLaney, an Elder of the First Church of Char- 
lotte, retiring moderator, was succeeded by Rev. 
David Wilkinson, pastor of the Plaza Presbyterian 
Church. Rev. A. Leslie Thompson and Rev. R. W. 
Rayburn assisted the Stated Clerk as Assistant 
Clerk and Permanent Clerk, respectively. 


The Presbytery enrolled 83 ministers and 87 
Elders. The Council will select the place of the 
next meeting, to be held on April 16th. 


R. H. Stone, Secretary 
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Report of the Winter Meeting of 
Winston-Salem Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Winston-Salem convened for 
its Winter Adjourned Meeting at the George W. 
Lee Memorial Church, Winston-Salem, the Rev. 
Thomas C. Bryan, Minister, Tuesday, January 15th 
1957, 10:00 A.M. The devotional service was led 


by the Rev. Archie Jones of Lexington. Presbytery 


was called to order by the Moderator, Rev. Troy 


Young; the roll-call showed 22 ministers and 34 


Ruling Elders present. 

Two ministers were received by transfer: the 
Rev. I. E. Kirkman from Roanoke Presbytery and 
the Rev. R. L. Berry from Granville Presbytery. 


Mr. Kirkman will become the Pastor of the High-- 


land Church, Winston-Salem, and Mr. Berry Pastor 
of the Sparta and Glade Valley churches. 

The Rev. Percy A. Carter, Jr., for the past 
eighteen months serving the Dellabrook colored 
Mission in Winston-Salem, was at his own request 
dropped from the roll of the Presbytery and he 
was commended to the Rowan Baptist Association. 


A Judicial Commission, appointed at the last 


regular meeting to look into the case of the Rev. — 


L. J. Yelanjian, reported that it had “divested Mr. 
Yelanjian of his office without censure” for his 
failure for the past two years to engage in the 
regular duties of the ministry; this was under 
—— of paragraph 232 of the Book of Church 
rder. 

A Commission appointed at the last meeting to 
organize the Dellabrook Mission in Winston-Salem 
into a church reported that this mission has been 
performed—the name selected for the church was 
“Dellabrook”—it serves a Negro section of the city. 


The Presbytery voted in favor of the Amendment 
to the Book of Church Order for the Ordination of 
Women. It voted against the amendment to the 
Confession of Faith dealing with Marriage and 
Divorce. 

An interesting popular meeting was held on 
World Missions; Ruling Elder Robert N. Marshall, 
Chairman of the Committee on World Missions 
gave his report after which the Presbytery heard 
a very able address by Dr. William Rule of our 
Congo Mission. 

The Revs. Robert A. 
Hollenhead were elected commissioners to the Gen- 
eral Assembly with Revs. Troy A. Young and 
Thomas C. Bryan as alternates. Ruling Elders J. J. 
Vess (Southminster, Winston-Salem, N. C.) and 
George Isenhour (Elkin, N. C.) were elected Com- 
missioners to the General Assembly with Ruling 
Elders Tully D. Blair (Highland, Winston-Salem, 
N. C.) and Thos S. Boyd (Glendale Springs, N. C.) 
alternates. 

Presbytery accepted an invitation from the 
Second Church, Lexington to hold its next regular 
Stated Meeting, May 7, 1957, in that church. 


The Presbytery was adjourned after the reading 
of the minutes, with prayer by the Rev. R. B. 


Hildebrendt. 
J. Harry Whitmore, Stated Clerk 
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EARLY LATIN THEOLOGY. 5S. L. Greenslade. 
Volume V, The Lib of Christian Classics. 
Westminster Press. $5.00. 

The fifth volume in this excellent series of the 


. Library of Christian Classics presents selections 


from Tertullian, Cyprian, Ambrose, and Jerome. 
The editor has chosen the material to illustrate 
Latin thought on the life of the church as well as 
its nature and constitution. A helpful introduction 
precedes the work of each theologian. 

Two selections are given from Tertullian—“The 
Proscriptions Against The Heretics” and “On 
Three of Cyprian’s writings are pre- 


“The Problem of the Lapsed,” and “The Bap- 
tismal Controversy.”’ 

Eight selections by Ambrose are set forth, all 
of which show that he was essentially a man of 
action. The editor reminds us that Ambrose as 
a writer was concerned above all with edification 
and then remarks, “He was neither an original 
thinker of the order of Augustine nor a scholar 
of the order of Jerome.”’ Yet Dr. Greenslade con- 
cedes that Ambrose was a great prince of the 
church in his own right and it was given to him 
to help a greater man into the way of truth. It 
was Ambrose’s preaching that showed Augustine 
how to understand the Old Testament and released 
him from some of his Manichaean difficulties. It 


was Ambrose who baptized Augustine into the 


Christian faith. 

Six of Jerome’s writings are found in this vol- 
ume. Jerome is known especially for translating 
the whole of the Old Testament from Hebrew into 
Latin. He also translated the New Testament 
books from the Greek into Latin. Dr. Greenslade 
tells us that though Jerome was not a philosopher 
or an original theologian, he was the outstanding 
scholar of his time. He had the instincts of a 
scholar, and made contributions in the field of 
Biblical scholarship. We owe to him the principle 
that where possible Scripture should be studied 
in the original tongues but that translations should 
be used in the church by the people. The editor 
makes this appraisal on his translation of the 
Bible: “‘The version which he produced was, with 
all its faults, a very good one, far more reliable 
than anything available up to his own time, and 
not to be superseded in the West for many cen- 
turies. It is still of cardinal importance to the 
student of the text of the Scriptures, and still the 
official Bible of a great multitude of Christians.”’ 

Volume V is certainly one of the finest in the 
Library of Christian Classics. It is a work that 
should be on the library shelf of every theological 
student. This work should be of interest to all 
who are interested in the best of theological lit- 
erature and one of the most fascinating sections of 
Church history. 

—J.R.R. 
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